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group of fungi. On the other hand, actinomycetes have been included, al-
though they are true bacteria and entirely unrelated to the fungi. The
author's reason for including them, namely, that they occupy a similar
ecological niche, does not appear compelling. These personal criticisms do
not, of course, in any way detract from the value of the book. Physiology
of Fungi can be recommended to all microbiologists and botanists who are
interested in fungi. The volume is attractively printed and bound and
remarkably free of misprints.
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At the outbreak of World War II the United States Army had no neuro-
surgical service. In the entire nation there were less than 200 men certi-
fied by the American Board of Neurological Surgery, of whom only a por-
tion were available for Army service. The remarkable story of how, within
a few short years, a specialty service was built up which capably handled
neurosurgical casualties numbering in the tens of thousands is the subject
matter of this history. The present volume is divided into a section on
administrative considerations and a clinical section on the management of
head injuries. A second volume is to deal with injuries of the spinal cord
and peripheral nerves.
The administrative portion consists of chapters dealing with the Zone
of the Interior and the Mediterranean and European Theaters of Opera-
tions. The various other overseas areas receive no mention, probably be-
cause the problems were generally the same in all. Indeed, the portions
devoted to the Mediterranean are weak and duplicate in general the ma-
terial given for the European Theater. Subjects covered include the or-
ganization of neurosurgical centers, the methods used to train young gen-
eral surgeons in neurosurgery, the assignment of neurosurgical personnel,
the organization of neurosurgical facilities in forward and base areas, as
well as the chain of evacuation-all designed to provide the patient with
a continuous plan of treatment which might span many months and thou-
sands of miles.
The clinical section on head injuries composes the bulk of the volume.
Preserving the vast clinical experience accumulated during the war is the
strongest reason for publishing a history of this sort. There are three chap-
ters devoted to the geographical areas mentioned above, which describe
in detail the methods of dealing with cranial wounds and their complica-
tions in the setting of the military situation. The remaining nine chapters
are each an excellent monograph on a specific subject. These include acute
craniocerebral injuries due to missiles, wounds of the ventricles, infections,
blast injuries, cranioplasty, post-traumatic epilepsy, speech disorders, and
clinicopathological aspects of fatal injuries.
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The distinguished authors who have contributed to this volume have
done an excellent job. The illustrations are numerous and of high quality.
My only adverse criticism is directed to the editors, who have allowed a
certain amount of repetition of material, but considering the many difficul-
ties involved in assembling a volume of this sort they have succeeded in
producing a book which is not only valuable but outstandingly readable.
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